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Professor Richard Daugherty (Cardiff University)
Dr Susan Davies (Trinity University College)
Professor John Fitz (Cardiff University)

Professor Gareth Elwyn Jones, Dr Janet Laugharne
(University of Wales Institute, Cardiff)
Gwyn Lewis (Bangor University)

David Longman (University of Wales, Newport)
Professor Trisha Maynard (Swansea University)

Professor John Parkinson (Swansea Metropolitan University)
Professor Gareth Roberts (Bangor University)

Dr Jane Salisbury (Cardiff University)
Dr Howard Tanner, Dr Sian Rhiannon Williams

00 Contents WJE:00 Contents WJE 12_2.qxd  29/7/09  10:05  Page 1



00 Contents WJE:00 Contents WJE 12_2.qxd  29/7/09  10:05  Page 2



Contents

Editorial 1
HOWARD TANNER

Developing Effective Schools: Creating School Contexts that
Facilitate Teacher Engagement with Collaborative Action
Research 3
SUSAN M. B. DAVIES AND ANDREW HOWES

Learning and Working in Further Education in Wales: An
Overview and Initial Findings 18
MARTIN JEPHCOTE, JANE SALISBURY AND
GARETH REES

Interactive Teaching and ICT 29
STEVE KENNEWELL ET AL.

From Life Worlds and Work Worlds to College: The Bilingual
Literacy Practices of Young Welsh speakers 45
MARILYN MARTIN-JONES

Using Video Stimulated Reflective Dialogue to Support the
Development of ICT Based Pedagogy in Mathematics and
Science 63
SONIA JONES ET AL.

Building Educational Research Capacity Through Inter-
institutionalCollaboration: An Evaluation of the First year of
the Welsh Education Research Network (WERN) 78
SUSAN M. B. DAVIES AND JANE SALISBURY

00 Contents WJE:00 Contents WJE 12_2.qxd  29/7/09  10:05  Page i



BURSARY GROUP REPORTS

‘Time spent among other people is where meaning is found’
(Hanson 2007) The ‘working lives’ Research Report on Narratives of
Occupational Change in and Higher Education in Post-devolution
Wales 97
CARYN COOK ET AL.

Perceptions of Play and Playfulness: Implications for the
Implementation of the Foundation Phase in Wales 104
JUSTINE HOWARD,GARETH MILES AND ANN-MARIE
GEALY

Dysgu Ail Iaith yng Nghyfnodau Allweddol Tri a Phedwar:
Addysgu’r Gymraeg Mewn Ysgolion Cyfrwng Saesneg 111
DYLAN V. JONES ET AL.

Exploring Early Years Practitioners’ ‘effective’ Verbal Interactions
in the Outdoor Environment 118
TRISHA MAYNARD ET AL.

Bilingualism in the Early Years: A Study of the Training and
Implementation of Welsh as an Area of Learning in the
Foundation Phase 3–7 years 125
SIAN WYN SIENCYN ET AL.

Welsh and European Dimensions of Citizenship: The Experience
of Polish Migrants’ Children in Wales 131
SHEILA BENNELL ET AL.

An Investigation of the Affordances of ICT for the Development
of Effective Pedagogy in Mathematics and Science Classrooms –
The i-ped Project 137
HOWARD TANNER ET AL.

Partnerships in Rural Education: Identification of Research
Themes 144
MALCOLM THOMAS ET AL.

00 Contents WJE:00 Contents WJE 12_2.qxd  29/7/09  10:05  Page ii



Reviews

W.Gwyn Lewis on Lynda Pritchard Newcombe, Social Context
and Fluency in L2 Learners: The Case of Wales 150

John B. Thomas on W.Gareth Evans, Robert Smith and Gareth
Elwyn Jones,Examining the Secondary Schools of Wales 1896–2000 152

Jason Davies on Gwyn Pritchard et al.,Design and Technology in
the Curriculum 153

Notes for Contributors 157

00 Contents WJE:00 Contents WJE 12_2.qxd  29/7/09  10:05  Page iii



00 Contents WJE:00 Contents WJE 12_2.qxd  29/7/09  10:05  Page iv



Editorial

HOWARDTANNER

This special edition of the Welsh Journal of Education reports on attempts
to rebuild capacity in educational research in Wales following an extended
period in which the trajectory has been characterised by decline and loss of
capacity.Analysis of Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) returns since 1991
reveals a progressive decline in capacity (Furlong and White, 2001;Rees and
Power, 2007).
This decline continued into the 2008 research assessment exercise.Alone

amongst the nations of the United Kingdom,Wales experienced a significant
decline in the number of staff entered under sub-panel forty five –
Education. Only six entries were made to the Education sub-panel from
Welsh institutions, comprising forty one ‘category A’ staff in total with a
mean entry of only seven staff per institution. Even after allowing for the
fact that the largest Welsh submission from 2001 (Cardiff University) was
submitted to another sub-panel in 2008, this represents a serious decline in
capacity and was commented on with concern in the subject overview
report (RAE, 2009)

These differences have implications for research capacity and funding, especially
in the light of a low average quality profile for Welsh institutions. (RAE, 2009: 1)

However, in spite of the relative loss of capacity in Wales over the period of
the 2008 RAE, there are some signs for cautious optimism as recent
initiatives intended to develop capacity have begun to have a positive impact.
This special edition reports on research activity in Wales that resulted from

recent initiatives to develop capacity in educational research. In particular,
research reports are presented from four projects that were funded, from
2005 to 2007, by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) under
its Teaching and Learning Research Programme (TLRP) (Extension to
Wales). These ‘Welsh extension’ projects were linked to existing TLRP
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projects with the intention of increasing the relevance and impact of TLRP
research in Wales, enhancing the research capacity of institutions across Wales
and enabling Welsh institutions to enlarge their existing networks (Davidson,
2004).
Collaboration between the researchers in the Welsh extension of the

TLRP led directly to the formation of the Welsh Educational Research
Network (WERN) under the directorship of Dr Sue Davies. WERN was
funded by the ESRC and HEFCW for a pilot period between 2007 and
2008 and subsequently extended to July 2009.This special edition of the
journal reports on that pilot and the research and capacity building activity
which resulted.
There are two categories of research report in this edition. First, there are

papers based on research from the four TLRP extension projects, a project
that gained funding from Becta following a WERN bursary award, and an
evaluation of the first year of the Welsh Education Research Network
(WERN).
Second, there are shorter reports of the ongoing research and capacity

building activities engaged in by the eight collaborative groups who gained
bursaries in the pilot phase of WERN.
At the time of writing, the future of WERN and the form of any further

capacity building activity in Wales remains uncertain. However, the
collaborative research activities encouraged by the TLRP extension and
WERN that are reported on here are ongoing. If educational research is to
have a sustainable future across Higher Education in Wales, it is vital that the
green shoots of recovery that are beginning to show themselves are nurtured
and developed.
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